SDC Councillors’ report — August 2026

Local Government Reorganisation

A decision was announced on 17 July by the Government that a single unitary council will
be created to replace existing county, city, district and borough councils on 1 April 2028.
For more information see: https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/

Council meetings
Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.

Audit and Standards Committee - 7th July 2026

New policy to manage unacceptable customer behaviour

This policy sets out a new corporate framework for reporting instances of verbal aggression
which has been increasing towards staff (and more widely across the public sector) to
ensure fair, evidence-based, and proportionate responses.

Internal Audit

Reports reviewing 2025-26 performance and compliance with global standards, reaffirming
the ethical and strategic framework. The quality assurance programme and 2026-27 risk-
based audit plan were approved. Together, these reports ensure robust governance, and
oversight of the Council’s control environment.

Counter Fraud, Anti-Corruption and Enforcement

The council's policy has been updated to reference new legal duties, including the 2023 Act
on Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency on the 'failing to prevent fraud duty', plus
new sections on cyber-crime, tax evasion, money laundering, and modern slavery. The work
of the Council's Counter Fraud & Enforcement Unit has recovered £52,456 in revenue,
applied £2,640 in penalties, and achieved £88,283 in loss avoidance (including £84,000 from
recovering two properties subject to tenancy fraud).

Annual Treasury Management Report for 2025/26

The annual report was approved, confirming the Council is operating within the prudential
limits. Committee noted that that total managed balances were almost £39m. Losses of
£1.2m from terminated property funds have been covered by an earmarked reserve, so will
not impact on on council services. The capital financing requirement is over £136m. and
repayment to the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) at just over £100m. Investment
decisions must prioritise security, liquidity and yield, but as a further factor will also consider
the Council's Ethical Investment Policy which sets out Environmental Social and
Governance (ESG) priorities.

Annual Governance Statement

Confirmed the council’'s governance arrangements were fit for purpose. Key areas discussed
include continued strong financial management, clear leadership, and transparency with
resident engagement. The council will also work to enhance performance management
consistency, embed risk management across services. Local Government



Reorganisation will be a priority and the governance framework will need to be flexible to
support the transition to the new Gloucestershire Council, with support for programme
governance and ensuring service continuity.

Unaudited Statement of Accounts

The Council's chief finance officer signed off the annual accounts in June 2026. The
accounts are available for inspection and await the final opinion from the auditors. The
accounts set out the level of usable reserves, net worth, investments and cash.

e Video recording (65 views)

Full Council - 16 July 2026

In addition to the reports noted above the following reports were agreed:
Appointment of two new tenant representatives to the Council's Housing Committee

Council agreed that two non-voting Tenant Representatives (and deputies) will be appointed
to the Housing Committee, from the new Tenant Oversight Panel to ensure council tenants
are represented at the Committee.

Commencement of a Community Governance Review for seven parishes

Council approved commencing of a Community Governance Review for seven parishes:
Brimscombe and Thrupp, Chalford, Frampton on Severn, Great Oldbury, Minchinhampton,
Standish, and Upton St Leonards. The review will address requests to adjust councillor
numbers and parish boundaries to reflect new housing developments. A consultation is now
underway until November, and will report by the end of the year. Any changes will need to be
enacted to take effect for the May 2027 parish elections.

Requests to review parish boundaries which fall outside Stroud district cross-boundary areas
(such as the community of Coopers Edge which is covered by three parish councils and two
districts (Stroud and Tewkesbury) fall outside the Community Governance Review process
and require a separate review by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England
(LGBCE).

Appointment of Independent Person

Council appointed Michael Turner as an 'Independent Person' for a 2-year term to fulffil
statutory duties under the Localism Act 2011, in particular to provide advice and support on
matters of conduct and standards by councillors or in relation to the dismissal of statutory
officers.

Local Government Reorganisation - Structural Changes Order for Gloucestershire,
suggested warding arrangements

A Structural Changes Order (SCO) is a statutory instrument made by the Secretary of State
and is the legal mechanism used to implement local government reorganisation. The SCO
will establish the legal framework for the new Gloucestershire Council, including its
governance arrangements, electoral structures, transition planning, and transfer of functions
from the current district councils and county council. This SCO is expected to be laid before
Parliament by the end of the year.

Each Council has been asked to confirm its preferred 'warding arrangements' - which is the
wards that future unitary councillors will be elected to represent. It is proposed that the
existing GCC division boundaries will be used with two councillors elected for each division.



The Chief Executive will submit the council's preference to to the Government, before they
draft the SCO, the legal document that will implement the changes.

Video recording (58 views)

Development Control Committee - 28 July 2026
S.21/1913/0OUT Land West of A4135, Draycott, Cam - Permitted

Residential development up to 235 dwellings, vehicular, pedestrian and cycle links, strategic
landscaping and green infrastructure including areas of informal and public open space and
other associated site infrastructure and community uses. This application is in additional to
the permission for 795 dwellings on a neighbouring site which has been granted permission
at appeal.

S.23/1030/FUL Land Near Renishaws Roundabout, Charfield Road, Kingswood -
Refused

Development of research and development centre (Class E(g)(ii)), landscaping, access,
parking provision, ancillary showroom and associated development. Refused in line with the
recommendations in the officer report, which included the lack of a masterplan to detail the
way in which the land uses and infrastructure would be developed in an integrated and
coordinated manner, as had been envisaged within the emerging Draft Local Plan where the
site was identified as draft employment allocation PS47.

S.26/0460/FUL Bay Tree Cottage, Arlingham - Permitted

Conversion of an outbuilding to a dwelling (C3). (Retrospective) This application follows an
application refused in May 2025 for the conversion of an outbuilding to a dwelling and then
dismissed at appeal in November 2025.

S.26/0127/HHOLD 18 Bisley Old Road, Stroud - Refused

Several revised schemes have been submitted for consideration during the application,
which have evolved from the originally proposed annexe. The proposal has been amended
and is now for an outbuilding.

Video recording (184 views)

Other news
Please vote for the award-nominated canal bridge

A newly completed canal bridge near Stonehouse has been shortlisted for a prestigious
engineering award, and local people are being asked to help it win.

Bonds Mill Lift Bridge is a finalist in the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) South West
People's Choice Award, with the winner decided entirely by public vote and is one of 12
projects from across the South West.

It only takes a minute to vote for Bonds Mill Lift Bridge, visit: https://www.ice.org.uk/about-
us/ice-near-you/ukl/ice-south-west/awards/peoples-choice-voting

o August festivals and events in the Stroud district

e Could your garden make room for nature?

o Name of Gloucestershire’s new council confirmed as reorganisation shifts into
next phase




Vision for traffic-free greenway showcased as Charfield station nears
completion

New cigarette butt ballot bin installed in Stroud town centre

Video recording (95 views)

Extraordinary Strateqgy and Resources Committee - 3rd June

Lido Opening Project Update: Committee agreed to allocate an additional
£276,000, bringing the total project cost to £476,000 to repair the Stratford Park Lido
in Stroud. The funding covers short-term repairs, enabling works, and essential
surveys to put the Lido in the best position possible to reopen for summer 2026 and
operate during the 2027 season, while longer-term options for the site continue to be
developed in partnership with community representatives. Fortnightly updates on
project progress are shared on the SDC website. The 25 June update reports that
the principal contractor continues to make good progress in line with the programme.
Works are scheduled to be completed with the Lido reopening on 14 August with the
potential for an earlier opening date of 29 July if works progress smoothly.

Video recording (356 views)

Community Services and Licensing Committee - 4th June

Taxi Fares 2026: Approved an average 5.7% increase to taxi fares. A majority of
consulted taxi licence holders supported the rise due to increased fuel and living
costs, likely to take effect from 13th July 2026.

Public Spaces Protection Orders - alcohol consumption: Supported a proposal
to extend two existing PSPOs restricting alcohol consumption in Stroud and Dursley
town centres for a further 3 years. The extension, supported by the police, aims to
continue providing early intervention powers against alcohol-related anti-social
behaviour. A statutory consultation is now being undertaken until 2 August to inform
the final decision (see consultation press release)

Crisis & Resilience Fund: This fund was previously known as the Household
Support Fund and is the UK Government's response to cost-of-living pressures for
communities. The fund now has more focus on longer-term prevention of crisis,
financial resilience and community coordination and less focus on short-term crisis
response. The SDC allocation is £227,430 and committee approved the proposed
distribution of the Fund allocation through community partnerships (including
community hubs), focusing on long-term financial resilience rather than short-term
crisis aid. Community transport pilots also discussed. To note: GCC has a £5.7m
allocation from this national fund which was considered in March 2026 (report).
Gloucestershire residents can now apply online here for emergency financial
support.

Member Reports

o Museum in the Park achieved record visitor numbers and advanced its
National Lottery Heritage Fund bid to reimagine the facility. Key updates
include a new migration display, systems upgrades, and recruitment to
replace the retired Volunteer Coordinator.



o Police and Crime Panel. Webcam and minutes available from GCC.

Video recording (42 views)

Housing Committee - 9th June

Public questions: Concern about pedestrian safety on South Street, Uley, relating to
the Swedish Timber housing application.

Swedish Timber Houses - Uley: In March 2024 a decision was made by the
Housing Committee to add three Swedish Timber sites in Uley, Stinchcombe and
Wotton to the New Homes and Regeneration programme and progress
redevelopment for the provision of new council homes, subject to planning
permission. This further report addressed the highway safety and infrastructure
concerns raised by Uley Parish Council and local residents. Surveys have now been
conducted including three road safety audits confirming safe access and a drainage
strategy reducing surface water discharge by 40%, pending formal planning
submission. The Uley scheme is anticipated to deliver 18 carefully designed
affordable homes, providing a mix of dwelling types tailored to meet identified
housing need through rent and shared ownership tenures. All homes will achieve an
EPC rating of A, with solar panels, Air Source Heat Pumps and EV charging points.
The Committee resolved unanimously to approve the proposed redevelopment
proposals for The Knoll, Uley.

Funding for 16 new homes to support the homeless and Afghan

Resettlement: Following an application in December 2025, SDC has been allocated
a further £2.6m towards the purchase of 16 properties in the District from the Local
Authority Housing Fund. SDC will commit the remaining costs to meet the total
budget of £5.2m. There will be eight properties for the resettlement of people on the
Afghan Resettlement Programme and eight for temporary accommodation for
homeless people in the district, and the properties will form a permanent addition to
the council housing stock.

Warm Homes funding: SDC has applied for additional grant funding from the
Government's Warm Homes: Social Housing Fund, to deliver fabric insulation works
for an additional 50 council homes, on top of the 507 homes which are already due to
be improved through this funding in 2026/27. SDC will match fund the grant with an
additional £402k. It is expected that all social rented homes will be required to meet
EPC-C standards by 2030 and this extra funding will help SDC to meet these new
requirements. SDC has already achieved an average of EPC-C across the whole of
the council housing stock.

Tenant voice and tenant satisfaction: Committee agreed to new proposals for
selecting and recommending tenant representatives to join the Housing Committee
and noted the new tenant engagement arrangements to provide a stronger tenant
voice through a Tenant Oversight Panel. Committee also reviewed tenant satisfaction
measures which have been shared with the Regulator of Social Housing.

Member / officer reports: Were shared on the Housing Oversight Board, the Decent
Homes Standard and compliance with Regulatory Consumer Standards for social
housing.

Video recording (85 views)

Extraordinary Council - 10th June




Local Government Reorganisation - Structural Changes Order for
Gloucestershire: SDC reviewed and commented on the proposed joint response
with six other Gloucestershire councils about the Structural Changes Order, a legal
requirement to implement local government reorganisation, in relation to the three
unitary council proposals under consideration. In terms of naming of the future
unitary councils, it was agreed that if a single unitary council is selected, it should be
called Gloucestershire Council. If the two unitary council option is chosen, the
councils should be called East Gloucestershire and West Gloucestershire (which
would include Stroud District). If the Gloucester doughnut / Greater Gloucester option
is selected, the two councils should be called 'Greater Gloucester' and
Gloucestershire Council. Proposed shadow authority structures were also agreed.
The councils have now submitted their representations to the Secretary of State who
is expected to make a decision on 17 July. Shadow unitary authorities are expected
to be elected in May 2027 and to take over responsibilities from the District Councils
and County Council in April 2028.

Video recording (82 views)

Environment Committee - 11th June

Public footpath diversion order Standish EST 43: Committee agreed that a long-
stalled 2005 order to divert a small section of public footpath in Standish should be
abandoned. There had previously been objections to the proposed diversion and
there has since been a change in land ownership. The existing footpath remains in
place and is unaffected. GCC's Public Rights of Way team requested the change and
can pursue a fresh diversion order if required.

Extending Public Spaces Protection Orders - dog fouling and

control: Committee supported the proposal for dog control rules for Stroud District to
be extended for a further three years, and subject to public consultation. These rules
require removal of dog poo and obeying lead directives across Stroud district and
apply to all public land. Requirements about excluding dogs are limited to signed play
areas and sports facilities. Keeping dogs on leads applies only to specific designated
zones like cemeteries and canal towpaths. A statutory consultation is now being
undertaken until 2 August to inform the final decision (see consultation press
release)

Member Reports

o Walking and Cycling Fund: Infrastructure projects in the Stroud district.
Since December 2025, three projects totalling approximately £47k have been
completed, including Stroud Town Centre waymarking and the Pederson Way
feasibility study. Four additional projects remain underway, such as bike rack
installations. The Wotton-Charfield Greenway design phase, originally
projected spend of £75,000 is now expected to come under budget to less
than £40,000, with a design phase target completion date of March 2027. The
project is managed by GCC, with design work by Walk, Wheel and Cycle
Trust. April 2026 saw the Pederson Way (originally known as Cam, Dursley
and Uley Greenway) opening event. Most projects are managed or match-
funded by GCC and local councils.

o Gloucestershire Resource and Waste Partnership: This year's work
focused on building momentum toward Local Government Reform through a
cross-party senior officer group that advanced circular economy principles



(reuse over recycling) and established new litter enforcement approaches,
including an innovative university collaboration app to track fly-tipping and
shift responsibility back to polluters.

Video recording (22 views)

Strateqy and Resources Committee - 18th June

Council's Communications Strategy: Committee approved the new strategy which
sees SDC adopting more planned, campaign-led approaches, and using email
newsletters as another way to engage with residents directly, while maintaining non-
digital access points for inclusivity. The action plan also embraces digital marketing
techniques.

Canalside Land, Stonehouse Community Asset Transfer: Committee agreed that
after many years of joint working with the community, the SDC-owned land in
Stonehouse known as the Former Ship Inn site, or Canalside site on the A419,
should be transferred to Stonehouse Town Council for a nominal sum. There was a
good turnout from the community to hear this item. The business case from SpICE
(Ship Inn Community Enterprise), a Stonehouse Town Council Working Group, will
see the site used by the community. Currently it is open on the first Sunday of the
month with family friendly activities, and will be part of the Stonehouse Canal
Festival on Sunday 5 July. See press release: Community vision for Stonehouse
Canalside moves forward

Economic Development - revised delivery framework: Committee agreed to a
revised framework for the final two years of SDC's work until a new unitary council is
in place. This reflects the council's recently approved Climate and Nature Strategy,
Culture Strategy, and implementation of its Community Wealth Building Action Plan,
and emphasises the role of the creative and green economies in the economic health
of the district. The new framework sets out the five themes, with funding allocated to
support this work within the financial outturn report. The priorities are: 1. Green &
Inclusive Economy, 2. People & Skills, 3. Investment & Enterprise, 4. Sustainable
Tourism & Market Towns, 5. Planning & Infrastructure. For each priority there is a
strategic area of work and numerous opportunities identified.

Council Plan Review: Agreed that committee workshops will be held in the autumn
to prioritise items in the Council Plan to meet budget savings targets for the
council's five-year Medium Term Financial Plan. This reflects lower than expected
funding from Government to SDC.

Regeneration and Investment Board:

o Brimscombe Port: Seeking a new developer after previous withdrawal. The
aim is to launch the new procurement process in July 2026. Soft market
testing has demonstrated positive interest. Progress includes appointment of
a procurement consultant, establishment of a Project Board including
community representation, redrafting the Development Agreement,
Biodiversity Net Gain surveys and site clearance works.

o Stroud Station Quarter: A proposal for new homes on the site is progressing
in partnership with key stakeholders including Network Rail, GWR and
government departments. It is still in the de-risking phase; the proposal for a
station lift has not secured funding from the Access for All fund, but feasibility



funding has been secured. This project is also noted as an amber risk;
committee approval to be sought later in 2026 for collaboration and delivery
arrangements, subject to viability outcomes. Public questions earlier in the
meeting raised concerns about the potential loss of Cheapside parking if the
project goes ahead.

o Both the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and the Rural England
Prosperity Fund (REPF) programmes closed on 31 March 2026; there is no
successor funding available for Gloucestershire.

o Market Towns Vitality Fund is fully allocated and has now closed. Most
projects are expected to complete this month. The underspend has been
distributed to towns for additional initiatives alongside a district-wide
marketing project.

o Town of Culture. Stroud's application submitted. Shortlisted bids will receive
development funding.

o Stroud Town Centre Regeneration. Governance alignment needed between
two existing groups with different focus to reduce duplication.

o LGR procurement implications: as tighter contract scrutiny and potential
restrictions during the vesting period are expected, careful planning will be
required to ensure continuity of projects.

Canal Update: Crossing of the canal under the M5 now commencing after all
necessary permits from the EA and National Highways have been secured along with
completed planning conditions. The project involves multiple contractor appointments
across groundworks, piling, and design phases. Ongoing negotiations with Ecotricity
for a temporary footpath and an agreed long-term lease agreement for operations
and maintenance under the motorway. Key project risks: ensuring successful delivery
of the M5 Crossing project in line with the agreed licences, permission, engineering
programme, budget, design and quality.

Sale of a private residential property, Dursley: Agreed that the council will pursue
an enforced sale of a private property in Dursley to minimise the council's ongoing
costs and to approve in principle the write-off of the council's costs which are above
the market value of the property. A partial collapse of the gable end wall at the
property some years ago led the council to exercise its general duty to take
enforcement action to safeguard the occupant of the property and members of the
public / neighbours and to put in place a scaffold rig to support the wall and prevent
further collapse.

Video recording (83 views)

Other News

Stroud District Council secures £225,000 funding to support refurbishment of homes
for veterans

Councillors unanimously approve funding to progress Stratford Park
Lido reopening. Progress report.

Meningitis Now named as Stroud District Council's new Charity of the Year




Summer holiday passport for leisure and activity access (£37 for six weeks) - Active
Lifestyles bookings open soon

Enjoy outdoor theatre across Stroud district this summer

Play Strateqy Consultation open until 10 August. Please take part and promote -
particularly to young people.

Consultation until 2 August on important powers to help curb street drinking and
control dogs




