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With Cranham Parish and Benefice News and Information  

Any views and opinions expressed in the Cranham Magazine  

are attributable only to the individual contributors. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine do not imply recommendation.  
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Church & Benefice   
Rector:  Rev’d Sarah Haslam  07870 126048 

Benefice Administrator: 

 

Anna Favier -Brannan  

beaconbeneficeoff ice@gmail.com  

01452 814795 

Benefice Intercessory 

Prayer Coordinator  

Mike Campbell  

beaconbeneficeministry@gmail.com  

07812 000646  

Church Warden Mr. Phil Stick  

philrstick@gmail.com  

Mrs. Sue W illiam  

sue.stancombe@hotmail.co.uk  

07762 567855 

07766 318854 

Organist: Mrs. Beryl Berry 

Four Chimneys, Cranham 

01452 813200 

Hon Treasurer: Mrs. Helen Daltry, Broadridge House  

Cranham, Gloucester, GL4 8HF 

01452 863011 

PCC Secretary: Nicki Clapton 

Bakers Piece, Cranham 

cranhamchurch@gmail.com 

07824 812384 

  

Benefice Office: Lychgate Rooms, Painswick 

office@beaconbenefice.org.uk 

01452 814795 

Cranham Church of England Primary School 

Headteacher:  

  

Sarah Scott 

admin@cranham.gloucs.sch.uk 

01452 812660 

Magazine   

Magazine editors: Sue & Ian Shaw 

cranhammagazine@gmail.com 

01452 814839 

Church articles: Sue & Ian Shaw 

cranhammagazine@gmail.com 

01452 814839 

Magazine advertising: Sue Stick 

advertisingcranhammag@gmail.co.uk  

01452 813407 

Magazine layout: Tony Walker 

whiskeyw@hotmail.co.uk 

07796 175622 

Magazine                          

Distribution: 

Sue Stick                                                                

distributioncranhammag@gmail.com 

01452 813407 

Village General   

Village Hall                         

Bookings: 

Nicki Clapton 

cranhamvillagehall@gmail.com  

07824 812384 

Community Police Police Community Support Officer  

PCSO Nicola W ood 

nicola.wood@gloucestershire.police.uk 

 Tel: 101 

Cotswold Warden 

 

Neighbourhood  

W arden  

Simon Pighil ls  

cranhamwarden26@outlook.com  

 

Mark Dodd    

mark.dodd@stroud.gov.uk  

                        

 

 

07876 405833 

mailto:admin@cranham.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@cranhammag.co.uk
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www.beaconbenefice.org.uk 

 

Cranham Parish Council website 

lots of info including the minutes of meetings 

https://cranhamparishcouncil.gov.uk/  

House Groups 

Expressions of Interest Now that the Bible 

Course has finished, people are asking how we 

can continue to feed our appetite for God’s 

Word, so we're planning to start new house 

groups later this summer. These groups will be an opportunity to continue 

growing in faith through Bible study, prayer, friendship, and fellowship in a 

relaxed and welcoming home setting.  

Whether you've attended Alpha, the Bible Course, or are simply interested 

in joining a small group, we'd love to hear from you. At this stage, we're 

simply seeking expressions of interest to help us plan groups. If you'd like   

to be part of one, please let us know your preferences (Anna -                                    

beaconbeneficeoffice@gmail.com):  

• Daytime or evening? 

 • If you prefer a daytime group, would you rather meet in the morning or 

afternoon? 

• Which day(s) of the week suit you best?  

Expressing an interest isn't a commitment - it simply helps us organise 

groups at times that work for as many people as possible. 
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Flowers, Cleaning & Refreshments in August 

Church Flowers       

26th July/2nd Aug  Gill Hopkins & Philippa Crowther  

9th & 16hth August  Janet Whitton  

August 23rd & 30th  Sue Stick  

 

Church Cleaning   

1st August  Sylvia Ardron 

8th August  Carol Tringham  

15th August  Nicki Clapton 

22nd August  Joan Charman 

29th August  Kate Ryan 

 

Refreshments will be served after the following services:  

9th August  11am  Holy Communion 

23rd August  11am  Morning worship  
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Cranham Scout Group:                                                            

2026 Mid-Year Review 

As we reach the midpoint of 2026, and head into our Summer break from 
scouting, it seems appropriate to look back on a highly successful and                   
productive first half of the year. We now host 58 children across the 3               
sections who between them have received over 200 badges since January. 
For Cubs and Scouts, the weekly programmes have focused heavily on      

practical, hands-on skill development and teamwork, giving our young                  

people essential "skills for life." Beavers have worked on communication, 

digital and household skills and first aid. 

These structured activities have enabled our members to earn a wide range 
of badges. In addition, we have awarded 4 of the top badges  - 2 Chief Cub 
Silver and 2 Chief Scout Gold awards. 
 

Grovefest VI 

On 11th July, we held our annual flagship fundraiser, Grovefest, down in 
the Grove. Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the fantastic 
turnout from our local community, the event was an amazing success, as 
we started to see our principle drivers behind the event come to fruition, 
with many young people performing throughout the day before our                      
established house band came on in the early evening. 
The funds raised through the BBQ, bar, and activities are vital to our group, 
directly subsidising our equipment, and outdoor activities to ensure our 
exciting programme of activities remains accessible to all.  
 
Governance Update: The Relaunch of our Trustee Board 

Strong governance is the foundation of any successful Scout group. To that 
end, we are pleased to report the official resurrection of our Trustee Board, 
following a highly productive recruitment campaign and an inaugural 
meeting on June 17th. 
The Trustee Board is responsible for the administrative, financial, and                   
safety oversight of the Cranham Scout Group. By establishing clear financial 
priorities and compliance structures, the board will ensure our group is  
sustainably managed for years to come and free the section leaders up to 
deliver more exciting programmes for our young people. 

Continued on page 7 
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Fix my Street 

website to report potholes and fly tipping etc 

https://www.fixmystreet.com  

From page 6 

 
As we look to expand the board, we are actively seeking individuals with 
professional expertise in finance, legal compliance, administration, or                  
project management. If you would like to support the group in a                                 
non-uniformed, governance capacity, please contact us for more                                 
information on trustee vacancies. 
 
Celebrating Individual Achievements 

Each year our section leaders are supported by a number of young leaders, 
seeking the continued enjoyment of being part of the scouting family,                   
hoping to develop charitable activities to bolster CVs or to meet Duke of 
Edinburgh requirements. This year Emily Clapton has achieved the                           
prestigious Young Leader Belt and a BTEC in leadership through her work 
with the Beavers. 
 
Summer Camps 
This year the Scouts took part in their second Strategy event in Cirencester 
Park with scouts from around the County. Teams work together to                                     
maxmise points, achieved through successfully completing competitive 
tasks. Beavers attended Discover as part of the same weekend. For Cubs the 
preparation is now fully focused on the upcoming adventure weekend camp 
at Youlbury, taking place over the weekend of 7th - 9th August 2026. 
Finally, as our leaders take a few weeks rest before ramping up to plan our 
autumn and winter term programmes, it just leaves for me to say a massive 
thank you to all of our leaders, parents, and volunteers whose ongoing                    
dedication makes these opportunities possible. We look forward to an 
equally successful second half of the year. 

Charlie 
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Ebworth  

 

A quick note from me this month. After several wonderful years as the 
National Trust Ranger at Ebworth, it's time for me to move on to a new 
role with the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT), helping to deliver                   
saltmarsh restoration across the river at Awre. 

 

I'll greatly miss this special place and the lovely people of Cranham, but 
rest assured that Ebworth will be left in safe hands and the fantastic                     
conservation work will continue with my successor. 

 

One of the highlights of the job has been getting to know so many of the 
regular walkers and visitors on site. Thank you for all the conversations, 
support and interest over the years. Although I'm moving on, I'm sure 
you'll still spot me up here from time to time - usually with my                                
binoculars, birdwatching and perhaps quietly checking that everything                   
is as it should be! 

 

Below is a lovely drone photo of The Ebworth Centre looking South over 
Workmans Wood and Sheepscombe. 

All the best 

Tom 

 

Tom Griffin 

Area Ranger 

Ebworth and Crickley 
Hill 

National Trust 
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A visit to Burford 

Cranham Local History Society,  

21st June 2026 

 

We couldn’t have chosen a better place to visit, on a day which was sunny but    
not quite yet a heatwave. The accidents of history have left Burford remarkably 
unchanged. We gathered under the 16th century arches of the Tolsey, now the 
town museum. It was a Sunday and a festive day, with the ‘annual’ dragon parade 
(staged in fact for the first time since 1972), marking a battle between the                       
Mercians and West Saxons when a dragon is reputed to have appeared. The       
Mercians lost. Also processing through the village, and maximising decibels,                
were motor cyclists. 

 

Its halcyon days were medieval as a Cotswold wool town, benefitting from the 
vast demand for wool, home and overseas, but also for local stone. (Used for   
rebuilding London after the Great Fire.) With the coming of the railway in the 
1840s, Burford missed out and then came the agricultural depression after 1870. 
But there was also William Morris with his medieval enthusiasms and, with the 
coming of the motor car, Burford became and remains a popular destination.                
So, we shouldn’t curse the car too much.  

 

The museum took us away from the traffic to a remarkable collection of                              
documents, charters and photos – well worth a visit. Drama came a short walk 
away, at the parish church celebrated for a revolt by Leveller elements in                      
Cromwell’s New Model Army which led to the shooting against the church wall                
of three recalcitrant soldiers. Lunch was courtesy of Huffkins, where we had a 
room to ourselves upstairs and they did us proud. A big thank you to Sue                       
Crawford and Marian Broadstock for organising, and to our three excellent local 
guides. 

 

The next history society meeting is on Thursday 1st October, when Tony Condor 
will be our speaker, on the subject of ‘Gloucestershire Observed, looking at life in 
the county over 500 years through diaries and journals’. 

 Chris Collier 
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Notes from the Chair                                                                                           

August 2026 

 

“For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars 

makes me dream.” – Vincent van Gogh 

Cranham Parish Council has adopted a Dark Skies Policy which is available  

on our website: https://cranhamparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2026/07/CPC-Dark-Skies-Policy.pdf 

Over the past few years the PC has become increasingly aware of light                    

spilling beyond the boundary of the property on which a light is located.     

This is a particular problem when neighbouring properties or the                                     

surrounding countryside are illuminated. Every response to a planning                  

application is appended with a note concerning dark skies. 

 

Why should we be concerned about light pollution? 

Without a natural night sky humans could not have navigated round the 

world, learned about our expanding universe or walked on the moon. 

Sadly, many children will grow up never seeing the Milky Way, our own                   

galaxy, because of the impact of artificial light. We are fortunate in                           

Cranham that we can still see the Milky Way even though we are affected  

by sky glow from Stroud, Cheltenham and Gloucester. 

Light pollution has been shown to disrupt human circadian rhythm (because 

of its effect on melatonin levels) and this can increase stress and disturb 

sleep patterns. 

Brightening the night sky adversely affects the balance of nature and can be 

linked to declining populations of birds, insects and other species of wildlife.  

 

Continued on page 11 

https://cranhamparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/CPC-Dark-Skies-Policy.pdf
https://cranhamparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/CPC-Dark-Skies-Policy.pdf
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In particular; 

Moths become disorientated, flying in circles so that they can become 

exhausted. Some predators are able to take advantage of this. 

Bat numbers can be reduced because of disruption of their navigation, 

foraging and roosting. Bats avoid brightly lit areas. When insects are 

drawn away from bat natural feeding grounds by artificial lighting, 

bats can find themselves short of food.  

Hedgehogs avoid brightly lit areas, and this can alter their foraging and 

ability to map their territory.  

Bright lights reduce Badgers’ foraging time and can deter them from 

safe travel routes.  

Mice feed less because they avoid illuminated spaces to forage.  

Owls rely on darkness to hunt and hide. They will abandon roosting             

and nesting sites if the night becomes too bright. 

Glow worms have been spotted on the Common this summer. Artificial 

light confuses the males and you will not see the females unless it  

is dark. 

Evidence about the effect of bright lights on crime prevention is mixed. It 

seems that the best deterrent is having a camera/CCTV. 

We hope that cranham will support our Dark Skies Policy (see article on           

following page). 

 

Next meeting: 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 at 7.00pm                                                                               

in the Cranham Village Hall. 
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Painswick Gardening Club 

Painswick Gardening Club ended their season on 
Wednesday, July 8th, with a group visit to                           
Brockworth Court.  We were treated to a tour of the 
house with passionate owners Tim and Bridget                    
Wiltshire. They explained it was a sixteenth century 
Tudor manor originally a residence for the Priors of Llanthony                                 
Secunda. We saw fifteenth century wall paintings, a secret priest hole                    
and felt the house was still very much a family home. Henry VIII and Anne 
Boleyn visited in 1535.   
 
Out in the garden we enjoyed the sun setting over the Monet Bridge and 
marvelled at how Tim and Bridget restored the garden and now maintain 
the garden between them. We adjourned for prosecco in the impressive 
tithe barn which dated back to the thirteenth century. Unfortunately, a 
fire swept through it in the 1990’s but owners Tim and Bridget lovingly 
restored it to its former glory.  
 

Joyce Barrus 
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Cranham Common News 
 
The weather this spring and early summer has been a mix of rain and hot spells, 
which has resulted in strong grass growth. The common is looking very much like a 
SSSI grassland and we have also been treated to a varied and colourful display of 
wildflowers. The cows are now back on the common, at the time of writing there 
were 9 cows with one more due to join imminently. As part of the battle against 
scrub we also have two herds of goats on the common and both seem to have 
made a good start, Caroline’s on Knowle Bank and Liz’s on the triangle by the                   
cricket club. The recent hot spell has resulted in the common being extremely dry  
so caution is needed not to do anything which would cause a fire risk. 
 
The common is a great location for seeing birdlife. It is surrounded by a mix of                   
gardens, woodland and there are streams and lakes on the periphery too. I’m not 
an experienced birdwatcher so am reliant on the App Merlin for identification –                  
this really is a great App and I recommend it to anyone interested in understanding 
what bird species there are in their local area. 
 
The common is one of a reducing number of sites suitable for ground nesting birds. 
Skylarks have been seen on the common this spring but it’s not clear if they are 
nesting and it’s more likely that they have chosen well managed local farmland to 
raise their broods. Meadow pippets are living on the common and this year Merlin 
has identified tree pippets, which are also ground nesting birds. A key issue with 
successful breeding of these birds is disturbance, particularly by dogs. So please 
stick to the regular paths and keep your dog under close control. 
 
Earlier this month I was walking on the common near the trout farm and amongst 
the background chatter from goldfinches, sparrows and common garden birds                  
Merlin picked up a kingfisher. These are such beautiful birds, but they are incredibly 
elusive. I did go down to the edge of the lake, but I didn’t manage to catch sight of 
it. 
 
The woodland provides habitat for jays, greater spotted woodpeckers, green                      
woodpeckers, nuthatches and treecreepers – which are difficult to see but Merlin 
happily picks up their sound. 
 
Swallows are easy to pick out with their remarkable flying ability and they hunt, 
feed and even drink on the wing. Sadly, numbers are reducing across the country 
and I have seen fewer swallows than in previous years.  

 
Continued on page 15 
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VILLAGE email - cranhammail@gmail.com 

Cranhammail is for all village announcements, such as 

forthcoming social events, society meetings, planned 

road closures, and general Parish announcements.  

From page 14 
 
This decline is thought to be due to use of pesticides in intensive farming reducing 
insect populations, along with fewer nesting sites as old buildings are refurbished 
and changes to weather patterns disrupting migration. There have been increases  
in some species both locally and across the country with blackcaps being a great 
example. Corvids such as magpies, jackdaws and crows have also increased                             
substantially in recent decades as they thrive on the suburban environment created 
by increasing human migration into the countryside. These are highly intelligent 
birds but their success may not be great news for songbird populations. 
 
Birds of prey are usually easy to pick out and no doubt most of us have seen red 
kites and buzzards soaring high above the common, plus kestrels which can be seen 
hovering looking for prey. At night we also have barn owls, tawny owls and little 
owls. 
 
I enjoy hearing a bird sing and trying to identify it before checking on Merlin. Sadly, 
this turns out to be something else I’m not very good at but one bird I can usually 
pick out is the song thrush. This bird generally chooses a high perch and the                        
beautiful singing of this aptly named bird has rung out over the common early 
morning and in the evenings over the spring and early summer. This is done to                      
establish territory and attract mates so as the breeding season comes to an end we 
are less likely to be treated to this fabulous performance.  
 
This is not intended to be an exhaustive list of all bird species on the common and I 
apologise if I’ve missed your favourite one. If you see, or hear, an unusual or                     
exciting bird on or around the common please feel free to let us know, either on 
Facebook or by email to chair.ccmc@gmail.com. 
 

Malcolm Chapman 
Member, CCMC 
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Cranham Feast Quiz 

Is on Saturday 22nd August                                            

arrive 6.30 for a 7.00pm start 

To allow more people to join in we are moving to the village hall. 

 

Benefits include a competitive well-stocked bar and a generous 

ploughman’s lunch included in the cost. 

 

Cost is £12 per person of which £6                                                

goes to support the feast. 

 

Teams of 3, 4, 5 or 6 with payment on the night. 

 

Important to reserve your places ASAP to avoid                     

disappointment, book by e-mail to                                            

   gd-john@hotmail.co.uk you will receive a return e-mail                             

confirming your booking. 

 

Come on Cranham time to party and get in the mood for what will 

be a wonderful feast starting on                             

   Friday 4th September 

mailto:gd-john@hotmail.co.uk
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All articles or enquiries with regards to the Cranham Magazine only 
should be emailed to: 

All general articles:  cranhammagazine@gmail.com 

All church articles:   cranhammagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising enquiries:   advertisingcranhammag@gmail.com 

Distribution enquiries :   distributioncranhammag@gmail.com  

Reminder: 

 

No Flicks in the Sticks during August.  

 

We start again on Tuesday 8th September 
with “Mr. Burton” 

 

(Request from Stella - Liz Flint, would     
appreciate a lift to the flicks occasionally. 
If anyone attends and could help Liz from 

time to time please ring her                                         
tel. no. 01452 810889) 

Cranham Village Lunch 

A reminder to all our regulars,  

there is NO lunch in August,  

but we will be back in September. 
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While summer can be enjoyable, heatwaves can make your 

home uncomfortable and even affect your health. Here are five 

simple ways to keep cool: 

Let cool air in: Open windows on opposite sides overnight or 

early morning to create airflow. If you only have one window, 

open internal doors. Opening a loft hatch can also release 

heat. 

Keep heat out: Close curtains or blinds where the sun hits. 

When it’s hotter outside (late morning to evening), keep                

windows shut and use fans instead. 

Use a fan: Fans are cheap to run and help air circulate. Place              

it in front of a bowl of ice (at a safe distance) for extra cooling. 

When it’s cooler outside than inside, use it near an open                

window to help draw in fresh air.  

Take a break from the heat: Spend time in air-conditioned 

public spaces like libraries or leisure centres. 

 

Improve insulation: Better insulation, shading, ventilation and 
efficient windows can help all year round. Check the Citizens                 
Advice website for information about schemes and grants that 
are available  

 

Citizens Advice Column: 

   How to stay cool in the heat  
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A: Lots of people miss out on benefits they’re entitled to, so it’s                      

definitely worth checking what you can get. Claiming benefits can also 

give you access to other financial help like cost-of-living payments and 

discounts on energy and transport, which can make a real difference 

when money is tight. 

A good place to start is by using an online benefits calculator. To get 

the most accurate answer, you’ll need details about your savings,                    

income, pension, childcare payments and any existing benefits for you 

and your partner, if you have one. You can use the Entitledto benefits 

calculator or check out the Policy in Practice version for a more                      

detailed overview. The Turn2us online tool can also provide a quick 

idea of what benefits and other financial help you might be eligible for. 

The main benefit for most working-age people is Universal Credit. 

You should check if you can claim if you’re over 18 and under State 

Pension age, and if you have less than £16,000 in savings or                                

investments. If your injury makes it difficult to work, you might get 

more Universal Credit or not have to look for work. You’ll need to                 

inform the Department for Work and Pensions that you have a health 

condition when you claim, and, if possible, provide a fit note. 

You might also be entitled to other benefits depending on your                      

situation, such as your age, whether you’re disabled, or if you have 

children. Some people are able to claim more than one benefit – for 

example, disability benefits such as Personal Independence Payment 

(if you’re under pension age), Attendance Allowance (if you’re over 

pension age), Employment and Support Allowance, or help with                     

council tax. If you’re struggling, you may be able to access extra                      

support from your council or charities. If you’re unsure, Citizens                    

Advice offers free support to help you find a way forward.  

Citizens Advice helps with a range of issues. For information                      

and self-help guidance, visit citizensadvice.org.uk.  

To speak to a local adviser in the Stroud and Cotswold Districts,                   
visit citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk to                                            
complete our webform or call us on 0808 800 0510. 

Citizens Advice Column: Worried About Money After Injury? 

Q: I’ve recently had to give up work due to a back injury, and I’m 
worried about how I’m going to cope with the drop in income. 
I’m not sure what benefits I can get - where should I start?  
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     Nine things you might not know about bank holidays 
Everyone loves a long weekend. An extra 24 hours to switch off, watch three-part 
specials on the telly, supervise a slow roast or, if you're lucky, a barbecue whilst 
hiding under a golf umbrella.  But who invented these extra days off?  Why are 
they called bank holidays? And why are there not one, but two, in May?  Read on 
for some surprising facts. 

1. The August bank holiday wasn't always late.  This August bank holiday was initially 
introduced as a way to give us all a chance to make the most of the summer. But it 
didn't always fall on the last Monday of the month. Up until 1971 it always took 
place on the first Monday of August. It was eventually moved as it clashed with the 
traditional two week shut down that many companies went through in the summer. 

2. We used to have 33 of them.  Up until 1834 there were 33 public holidays in the 
U.K., consisting of saint’s days and religious festivals. But some spoil sport                               
considered this to be excessive, so in 1834 the number was reduced to just four. 

3. Yes, we have a banker to thank for them.  It was liberal politician and banker Sir John 
Lubbock who authored the Bank Holidays Act of 1871, which made these four public 
holidays official. 

4. They used to be called St Lubbock's Days.  For a while some called the first bank      
holidays “St Lubbock's Days” after the banker Sir John Lubbock. Funnily enough that 
didn’t stick. It was rumoured that Sir John Lubbock was so keen on cricket he chose 
the bank holiday dates to fall on the days when village matches were played in his 
home county! True or not, the masses were ecstatic with the holidays.  

5. The place in the world with the most public holidays?  The country with the highest 
number of public holidays is India, with a whopping 21 days! In comparison,                     
England and Wales only have eight public holidays in total: New Year, Good Friday, 
Easter Monday, May Day, late May bank holiday, August bank holiday, Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day. 

6. We almost have the least amount of public holidays in the world. The only country  
with fewer public holidays than us is Mexico, coming in with just seven days. ¡Ay,                     
caramba! 

7. May Day bank holiday was almost moved to October!  In 2011 parliament                     
debated replacing the May Day bank holiday with a different holiday in October. 
This would have spread out the bank holidays a bit more evenly throughout the 
year. These plans were scrapped. 
                
                 Continued on page 26 
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Brimpsfield & Mid-Cotswold Garden Society 
 

Our Annual Show is on Saturday 5th September in Birdlip     
Village Hall.  Members will have received copies of the classes 
and entry forms, but don’t forget that the Junior classes are open to any                          
youngster in the mid-Cotswold area; classes this year include a drawing for the 
under-fives, and for older juniors there are classes for a photograph, cupcakes or 
muffins and an animal made from fruit or vegetables.  Full details are available 
from: brimpsfieldgardensociety@gmail.com.  The Show is open to everyone from 
2.30pm to admire the exhibits and enjoy tea and cake, with prizegiving and a 
charity auction (in aid of Brockworth Hedgehog Rescue) of some of the produce 
at 4.00pm.  It’s always a fun afternoon, so do come along and have a look!   

 

If you’re in need of something to keep young hands busy over the holidays, our 
Junior classes might offer some ideas; or your young gardeners could gather 
seeds of hardy plants to sow later in the summer.  Plenty of annuals will now 
have ripening seedheads, in gardens or in the wild (collect the latter sparingly); 
pick these on a dry day and dry them off further on a windowsill before shaking 
the seeds out and storing them in airtight containers.  You could dry some rice in 
the oven at a low temperature for a couple of hours and use it as a dessicant in 
the storage containers to protect the seeds from damp.  Hardy annual seeds can 
be sown from late August, just before the end of the holidays, to make young 
plants before winter, ready to flower next year. 

Bank Holidays - from page 25 

8. There is a second bank holiday in May originally because of Whit Monday. The second 
bank holiday in the month of May exists because it used to be held on the day-off  
in the Christian calendar after Whit Sunday or Pentecost. Whit Sunday always falls 
seven Sundays past Easter Sunday. Since 1971 however, this bank holiday has                   
always been held on the last Monday of the month. 

9. The second May bank holiday wasn't officially named.  When the second bank                       
holiday in May was moved to the last Monday in May back in 1971, it was never 
given an official name. Unlike the May Day bank holiday, or the August bank                       
holiday, this holiday tends to either be called the Spring bank holiday or the Late 
May bank holiday. Whatever you call it, it's a good opportunity to take some time 
away from your normal routine. 

mailto:brimpsfieldgardensociety@gmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

  

Jasper Drake Forestry & Land Maintenance 

 

• Grounds and Woodland Maintenance 

• Professional Tree Work 

• Fire Wood 

 Wellfield, Mill Lane, Painswick, 

Gloucester,  GL6 6TX  

Office 01452 813697 Mobile 07795 597 901  
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REGULAR EVENTS  

(although all may be subject to cancellation or change, so please check                        

directly with the organisers)  

     

Village Lunch  Monthly on a Monday 12.15 for 12.30pm  

   (Nicky Overs 07884 432886) - next lunch in September 

Lego Building Club Mondays 3.30 - 4.30pm - Painswick Community Library  

Orchestra  Mondays 8.00pm - V Hall (Beryl Berry 813200) 

Rachel’s Pop Up Café Tuesdays 10.00am - 1.30pm - V Hall - having a break for August 

Post Office   Tuesdays 10.30am - 12noon - V Hall  

Cranham Art Group  Tuesdays 7.00 - 9.00pm - V Hall (Lyn Barker 813025) 

Choir   Tuesdays 7.30pm - V Hall  

   (Virginia Pittman 07989 712263 virginiapittman3@gmail.com) 

Beavers, Cubs  Wednesdays - Scout Centre - times as follows: 

& Scouts  Beaver Scouts (6 to 8 yrs) 4.45 to 5.45pm 

   Cub Scouts (8 to 10 yrs) 5.50 to 7.10pm 

   Scouts (10 to 14 yrs)   7.30 to 9.00pm  

Crock ‘n’ Roll  Wednesdays 2.30 - 3.00pm - Painswick Community Library  

   (With Steph - £1 per child) 

Table Tennis Club Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30pm - V Hall  

   (Clive Hayden 07833 635762 chayden814@gmail.com) 

Cranham Ramblers 1st Thursday of month 9.45am - Car Park (Joan Charman 07717 286848) 

Tennis Social Evening Thursday 6.00 - 8.00pm - Tennis Courts  

Cranham Bell Ringers  Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00pm - Church (Rob Garratt 07703 503547) 

S’Combe Bridge Club 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7.00pm - Sheepscombe V Hall 

   (Contact Hugh Tarran 814081 or h.tarran@tiscali.co.uk)  

Rachel’s Pop Up Café Fridays 10.00 - 1.30pm - V Hall  - having a break for August 

Parent and Toddler   Fridays 10:30 - 12noon - V Hall  (Contact tbc)  

Garden Club  Brimpsfield, Phone Francis Ellery 01452 862412 for further info  

 

WELCOME! 

No new people in the village this month! 

However, If we have missed anyone, please 
accept our apologies and make yourself known and we will include 
you next time. 
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MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 

All articles for the forthcoming month should be forwarded to 
the editors by email to 

cranhammagazine@gmail.com 

(preferred option). 

 

Articles should be forwarded as either a WORD or WORKS 
document and preferably in Calibri font size 10 on A5 size 
paper settings. Articles may also be sent manually typed or 
hand written. 

 

Please refrain from using ADOBE EDITOR as all articles 
have to be edited prior to inserting into the magazine.  

 

All hard copies should be forward to Baggend (at the 
Knoll). 

 

All items to be included within next months magazine will 
need to be in the hands of the editors by the following dates: 

 

WEDNESDAY 19th AUGUST 2026 

 

Magazines will be available for distribution: 

on Sunday 30th August or thereabouts. 

The date will be confirmed to the distributors by email. 

 

814839 

cranhammagazine@gmail.com 
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CRANHAM DIARY 
 

AUGUST 2026 

2 Sun Benefice Communion Cranham  11.00am 

4 Tues Rubbish/Food Waste   

6 Thurs Ramble   Car Park  9.45am 

9 Sun Holy Communion  Church  11.00am  

11 Tues Recycling/Food Waste 

16 Sun Evensong   Church  6.30pm  

17 Mon Morning Prayer & Coffee Church  9.00am 

19 Wed ** Magazine Articles Due ** 

18 Tues Rubbish/Food Waste   

22 Sat Cranham Feast Quiz  Village Hall  6.30 for 7.00pm 

23 Sun Morning Worship  Church  11.00am 

25 Tues Recycling/Food Waste 

30 Sun Family Worship  Painswick  9.30am 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026 

1 Tues Parish Council Meeting Village Hall  7.00pm 

3 Thurs Ramble   Car Park  9.45am 

4 Fri Feast Celebrations Start 

5 Sat Garden Society Show B’field V.Hall  2.30pm onwards 

8 Tues Flicks in the Sticks Returns 


