CRANHAM PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON 2ND MAY 2023
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCING AT 8PM


1.  Welcome from Chair of Council 
2. Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Nigel Cooper, Jenny Barraclough, Sue Elliot, Richard Overs, District Councillor Job and County Councillor Williams & 3 members of the public

3. Apologies for absence received from Parish Councillor Peter Shaw
4. Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 3rd May 2022 approved 
5. Report received from the Chairman of the Parish Council on its activities over the last year as attached

6. Report received from District Councillor Job as attached

7. Report received from County Councillor Williams as attached

8. Representatives from other organisations present invited to present a report

· Cllr Cooper gave an update on behalf of the village hall
· Management of the Common Trust information is being distributed publicly 

9. Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 
· Public feedback on donation for church and the powers of the PC
· Outdoor Table Tennis equipment & cover is being damaged at the playing fields by it being left out in the rain – A bid for children services can be made through C C Williams
· Volunteer to be a warden for the table tennis equipment was noted- Cllr Elliott will take this information forward to playing field committee
· Flag raising over the Coronation will take place
· Questions on pot hole budget put to CC Williams
· Litter collection disposal
· Large lorries are knocking branches off trees and blocking roads.   It was noted that there is still a weight restriction in this area (7.5 tonne) unless delivering 
· Member of the public asked if the Council could look at protecting the local environment
· Speed Camera update
· Electrical recycling



10. Meeting closed at 20.49

Cranham Parish Council
Chair’s annual report                                      2/5/23

Council composition.
During the past year we have lost two Councillors  Rich Hale and  Mike Drake, but have fortunately gained Sue Elliott and Jenny Barraclough. However there is still one vacancy.

Items to mention
In June we celebrated the queen’s Platinum jubilee , and in Cranham there was a Jubilee Walk, Street parties, and other events, including the unveiling of a memorial bench in memory of Harold Wingham.
The Council made grants towards the upkeep of the churchyard and also for new play equipment and to the Tennis Club for coaching for juniors.
As always s we held our annual litter pick, in fact one in June2022 (too late in the year) and another in March 2023. Thanks to all participants and also those parishioners who litter pick all the year round.
Because of ash dieback many of the trees on the Playing Field will have to come down , fortunately we have successfully applied for over a thousand “whips” of different varieties, and these should be planted by volunteers in the Autumn.
The Council is reviewing the siting and condition of all grit bins with a view to replacing them as necessary .
The Council has now adopted a standard response to all planning applications which is aimed at addressing the environmental problem of light pollution.
Also raised at last years Parish assembly were a number of highway matters. We are very grateful to Cllr Sue Williams for taking these up at Gloucestershire County Council, but unfortunately these problems will continue.
Another highway matter raised was the subject of speeding in the village and the Council has successfully applied for a camera under the Speedwatch scheme, which will be installed very soon.
The undergrounding of the high tension electricity lines along the road commences very shortly. There will be somem disruption but we have negotiated more sensible arrangements than originally proposed. More details will be circulated in due course.

Nigel Cooper



















County Councillor Williams : ANNUAL REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS 

2023

I report on a monthly basis to parish councils to ensure there is an understanding of county
issues ,events and News ,however I wished to give a brief update on financial matters.
Budget
It was with a heavy heart that we asked taxpayers for an increase in council tax of 2.99% for
next year, together with a further 2% Adult Social Care Levy. That will represent an extra
£1.39 a week for a Band D council taxpayer.
We asked for that sum on the basis that it is needed to maintain our essential frontline
services and hope that you understand that considerably more than half of GCC budget is spent
directly on statutory care packages for those adults, children and less abled individuals who need
our care and support. It is needed as our budget demand for Adult Social Care needs to rise
by over 11% next year and for Children Services by over 12%.
Our funding from central government was increased by 11.1%. This is a pragmatic
settlement and the biggest increase for 10 years.
Highways
I specifically wish to highlight, though, an increase on the Highways Maintenance base-
budgets of 22%. That is the biggest annual increase on that budget that we can trace-back.
That is in addition to our current Major-scheme Resurfacing Budget of £100 million.
Hopefully that increase in budget can help keep up with more maintenance locally - and as
you know I also have a Highways Local budget of £30,000 a year to help fund some of those
schemes which are most important to us here locally.
In the past year GCC undertook 39,000 repairs to the road network.
Last December was the coldest December for over 100 years with 50% more Grit runs than the
previous year. Inevitably we expected the worst in respect of potholes. A glimmer of good news
is that pothole numbers are down on those major roads where we&#39;ve invested in re-surfacing -
so that&#39;s encouraging for the long-term. However, we all know there remain many potholes that
need fixing in the coming weeks on the minor and local roads.
Anyone who sees a pothole or other road safety defect can report it on the very good online
map at: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/reportit
This interactive map helps pinpoint the exact location and lets you know if it has previously been
reported or not.
 I am always very happy to report them on your behalf. Please e mail the location. I tend to use
What Three Words to give exact location and report but it is also helpful for me to see the issue
too .
 
More money is being invested on Road Safety Schemes, Grit Bins, Rights-of-Way and funds
for youth activities through your Councillor Community Build Back Better Grants.
I assisted in funding for the VAS for Bisley Parish which will be used at several agreed sites.
Fire Service
We are also investing over £3 million investment in our Fire &amp; Rescue Service to ensure our
firefighters have the best equipment.

Build Back Better
Over the past year I have been fortunate to fund a number of community initiatives through
my councillor build back better fund of £40.000. In Bisley with Lypiatt area I have supported
the recreational ground equipment at Eastcombe with just under £10.000 and I look
forward to seeing the play equipment in place in due course.
Councillor Highways funding
My local highways money £30.000 has assisted in clearing Rights of Way bridlepaths
/footpaths, installing kissing gates and generally giving greater access to those less able. I
also contributed to the Catswood Lane scheme and Oakridge clearance with a maintenance
gang Currently I am liaising with the rights of way team to re- surface a track, alter a section
of stream and replace the bridge surface to reduce localised flooding. This will also include a
soak away plus piping a spring away from the middle of the track. Funding has also
contributed to road maintenance.
A Greener Gloucestershire
Finally, I do want to assure you that the council is committed to helping to mitigate climate
change and this is embedded in our work over the past year. We’re exceeding our own in-
house target to cut emissions. We&#39;re also planting thousands of trees in the County.
Flood Management Concerns
In recent weeks we&#39;ve seen a lot of rain and localised flooding. This would appear to be on a
more regular occurrence that we experience flash flooding causing damage to property and
the road surfaces within our county.
As your County Councillor I have liaised with a number of Parishes throughout the past year
Along with The highways dept and The flood management team on localised flooding issues
particularly those at risk of affecting properties. This work is ongoing to reduce risk of floods
If you need information on what to do and who to contact, there is a very useful &quot;flood-
guide&quot; on the home page of the county council&#39;s website or contact me.
Please contact me if you know of any suitable locations for more tree-planting locally.
Please report any concerns of flooding .




















District Councillor Job – Annual report

Stroud District Council has been working closely with Stroud Valleys Project, a local organization that runs environmental and community projects.
SVP works with many of our local communities and has also undertaken the planting of 5,000 trees in the Salmon Springs area of Stroud, also the creation of the Sensory Garden in Stratford Park.
 
A lot of work has been conducted around the refurbishment of the Lido at Stratford Park.  The cost of heating the pool is proving to be financially challenging.  As we approach the Summer season every effort is being made to provide as much availability to the Pool as possible.
The Health and Wellbeing programme continues to strive to provide access for all, as regards motivational, leisure and health opportunities.
 
The Local Plan is currently being examined by Inspectors and we await the official response.  It is hoped to finalise the plan by the end of 2023.
 
An enormous amount of work has been put into supporting our communities concerning the Cost of Living Crisis. Many staff are involved with this, which has meant that some the least urgent matters are a little behind.
 
Last Autumn SDC made funds available to the amount of £100,000.00 in response to the COL Crisis  This money was in addition to the £252.000,00 made available by GCC.
 
Support for Homes for Ukraine continues with help for both guests and hosts to ensure things are working effectively for both sides.
 
Of course there are many other issues which SDC covers, Planning, Environmental, Housing etc. Etc.  I have just highlighted a few of the matters here, which come under a very wide Umbrella!!
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