CRANHAM PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON 3RD MAY 2022
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCING AT 8PM
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and a real opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


1.  Welcome from Chair of Council 
2. Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Nigel Cooper, Richard Hale, Richard Overs, Mike Drake, Peter Shaw, Representative of Village Hall Committee, Sue Elliot (potential new Councillor) 1 member of the public

3. Apologies for absence received from District Councillor Job & County Councillor Williams

4. Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th April 2021 were not available.  

5. Report received from the Chairman of the Parish Council on its activities over the last year as attached

6. Report received from District Councillor Job as attached

7. Report received from County Councillor Williams as attached- Thanks were recorded for the work CC Williams especially in regard to pot holes

8. Representatives from other organisations were invited to present a report

· Verbal CCMC report was presented and questions followed 
· Verbal Village Hall report was presented and questions followed

9. Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 

· Electric charging points for the Village- consensus was that it was a positive idea, and different locations, charging speeds, potential users, solar powered
· Sign pollution in the village 
· Increase in large lorries through the village
· Ambulances in the village
· Light pollution in the village – Dark sky project/AONB- awareness raising & seeking evidence and suggestions
· Reduction in glow-worms in the area

10. Meeting closed 20.42

Chairman of Parish Council


Cranham Parish Council Annual Report 2022 to Annual Parish Assembly 
The past year has continued to be overshadowed by the pandemic and its aftermath, although fortunately the rules have been slowly relaxed. Last year this meeting had to be held remotely as a Zoom meeting, which proved to be quite unsatisfactory as there were access problems. 
The Council resumed face to face meetings in May. Mike Drake stood down as Chair and I took over. In July our “temporary” Clerk Roy Balgobin stepped down and Belinda Holder was appointed.
 In September the Council agreed to ask Stroud District Council that The Black Horse be designated as an Asset of Community Value. An application was duly submitted and our request was granted in January. 
The financial position of the Council is satisfactory. The precept we receive from Council Tax amounted to £8775 which exceeds our direct expenses so the surplus goes to reserves and a proportion of that is earmarked for community benefit. In the past year we have helped fund new play equipment on the playing field and churchyard maintenance. Other annual costs are clerk’s salary, insurance, grass cutting on playing field and general administrative expenses. 
In the next 12 months we hope to purchase another defibrillator for installation near Church Close. The Council is always ready to consider applications for grants from organisations within the Parish, particularly on a matched funding basis. 
Other future actions include removing a number of trees suffering from ash dieback disease on the playing field land. An interesting suggestion has been received regarding installation of EV charging points within the village, we would welcome your views. 
Next month there will be celebrations in Cranham to celebrate Queens Platinum Jubilee. These include -Thursday June 2nd Jubilee Walk & Jubilee Beacon Friday June 3rd Jubilee Extravaganza at Cricket Club Saturday June 4th Harold’s bench unveiled at Black Horse along with Jubilee Ploughman’s Sunday June 5th Big Jubilee lunches/picnics Further details will be published, and we hope everyone will participate and enjoy these community events.
 Finally I would like to address the subject of volunteering in Cranham. Sometimes one doesn’t realise just quite how many clubs, societies, groups, and organisations there are in Cranham and the individuals concerned who give their time so freely. I would like to thank all the volunteers in the village, the great unsung heroes. If it wasn’t for you Cranham would not be such a vibrant community and a great place to live. Nigel Cooper 03/05/202










County Councillor report

Firstly, 
I would like to say that it is an honour and privilege to have been elected in the May 2021 elections to represent Bisley with Lypiatt and Painswick Division of Gloucestershire County Council. This division represents 10 Parish Councils. 
To give an idea of the area, this covers from Coopers Edge in Gloucester which borders Tewkesbury Borough Council and Gloucester City to Westrip /Randwick in Stroud District. Miserden which borders on Cotswold District Council out towards Birdlip which borders with Cheltenham and Bisley /Eastcombe which is also under Stroud District and of course all Parishes within this boundary.
I try to attend as many Parish meetings as possible and I apologise for not attending all, however you can always contact me directly with any issues either by e mail or phone. 
Since becoming a County Councillor I have been working hard on your behalf within these communities. In addition to the daily divisional issues, I am on a number of committees and attend the Full Council Meetings.
· Planning.
· Commons and rights of way &traffic regulation.
· Audit &governance and Environmental scrutiny.
More recently I have become the Cabinet Champion for Health & Adult Social care (provision and purchasing).
Also, I am currently on a working group for Restoring our Rivers.
It has been a learning experience and I would like to thank you for your support and patience whilst I continue to aspire to gain your confidence and trust as your County Councillor.  
A general update on County Budget 
The County-council part of Council Tax was pegged at a 2.99% increase. 1% of that being ring-fenced particularly for Adult Social Care. Hopefully this was considered an acceptable increase given the emerging inflation figures. This was probably the most positive funding-settlement from central government for a generation. This enables Adult Care and Children’s Services budgets to have realistic increases in funding given demographic pressures on both those services of around 10% growth per annum. Government fully-funded the additional costs incurred due to the Covid Pandemic 
We're also investing more money into highways maintenance, fixing potholes and highways safety schemes, including a £30,000 a year Highways Local fund 
I am able to use this fund to address additional areas which need attention.
A new four-year Capital programme has also been confirmed of £100 million into roads resurfacing schemes, £145 million into new schools & refurbishment across the county and further investment in cycle routes and drainage schemes.  
Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service will be retained within GCC. I think that adds significant protection particularly to our local Fire Stations at Stroud, Nailsworth ,Tetbury  and Gloucester stations .
Highways 
I wanted to thank everyone for their continued patience when it comes to local roadworks. I am very aware that Traffic lights etc can be very frustrating but necessary as they continue the major task of rebuilding and enhancing our local infrastructure - whether it be our roads, electric, water or gas supplies, upgrading of broadband or cycle routes. I continue to report road issues particularly potholes and damaged road surfaces, overgrown hedges and speeding issues although reporting of issues can be made directly via GCC site.
Speed of traffic is a continued concern. I am working with a number of communities to monitor speed through their areas and support initiatives for reducing speed. This is not only a road safety issue but equally has a significant environmental impact on all of us. Working together we can make positive changes and would please urge anyone who wishes to be involved or initiate a group to contact me.
Grants
I am so pleased to have been able to secure grants from Gloucestershire County Council under the "Build Back Better" grant scheme which have assisted in a number of initiatives to support our communities. An example being Supporting a local school to explore wellbeing of their pupils, post Covid 19 and the subsequent art competition and exhibition of their work in Stroud was such a fantastic initiative. Equally, being able to support our village spaces to ensure that they are able to continue being at the centre of the community, whether village hall or recreational area will help as we emerge from the horrendous pandemic and the affect this had on us all over the past few years. 
Environmental Issues 
Over the past 11 months I have been involved in a number of environmental projects within the division. Creating and maintaining wildlife habitats, working with agencies to protect the eco system. I have also facilitated along with the Rights of Way officers to make footpaths more accessible to those less able in the Division. Large Kissing gates which enable mobility scooters and push chairs onto public footpaths have been installed. Footpaths have been recorded onto the definitive map .Surfaces improved and steps/ rails added to difficult areas to  assist walkers .  
Flooding 
The county council website has recently been updated with a "Flood Guide". A "button" at the top of the home page on the GCC website,  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk will take you through to comprehensive information about what to do if you are threatened by flood waters.
I am very aware that a number of areas in my division have already suffered due to flooding and the devastating affect this has had on the residents is of great concern. I am currently working hard to ensure this is being addressed with the flood management team and highways.
Tour of Britain 
In September the "Tour of Britain" cycle race comes to Gloucestershire. We have both a Start and Finish stage in the Men's race as well as part of the Women's race coming through too. I understand that it will be passing through the division, but I will relay additional information nearer the date.
Finally, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can help in any way with any county-council related matter.
Mobile 07766318854 
E mail  Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk


DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANNUAL REPORT 2022
 After a difficult time during the Pandemic, normal service has all but returned to “Business as Usual” at Stroud District Council. A lot of staff had been working from home which obviously affected the efficiency of the Council’s responses to the General Public. Extra provision has now been put in place to facilitate easier access to deal with enquiries. 
The Council recently agreed the Budget and Council Tax setting for the coming year. The Annual on the 2030 Strategy and Master Plan has now been received and approved. Some of the highlights to note are: a) £14.9 million has been secured towards Countrywide “Retrofit” measures, supporting vulnerable tenants and communities. b) 5,000 trees have been planted at Salmon Springs through the Community Woodland Project. c) Ebley and Brimscombe Mills are now heated, utilising the power source through Water Source Heat Pumps. d) Stratford Park has, once again, been awarded Green Flag Status. 
SDC is on a good trajectory towards its commitment to the 2030 Plan. Some Car Parking charges have been introduced, which has caused consternation amongst High Street Traders, especially in view of the current, difficult downturn in business, as a result of Covid and the rise in the general cost of living. SDC have put in place measures to assist/advise regarding re-generation post Covid. 
SDC has a multi service contract with UBICO to provide the collection of waste and recycling, street cleaning, ground maintenance and building cleaning. UBICO is a “Teckel” company, wholly owned by Local Authorities, including S.D.C. On the whole the Waste Collection has managed to provide a good service (always some exceptions!!!) during the Pandemic. It has experienced it’s share of Staff Shortages during this difficult time. Councillors received an update on the Ubico Five Year Vision and Business Plan. The Business Plan supports the Council’s Environmental and Climate Change priorities. 
Council Members last week voted on the recommendations of the Review Panel in relation to The Review of Street, Building and Monument names. A full and respectful discussion took place, in the main, relating to “The Black Boy Clock”. The members voted to accept the recommendations, with some members abstaining. All meetings are recorded and available to view. Details available through the SDC website.
 This is just a “Snapshot” of some of the many and varied aspects of the responsibilities of your Local District Council. SDC has four main service Committees:- Environment Community Services and Licencing Housing Strategy and Resources And also Development Control Committee (Planning) There are many other subsidiary Committees and Groups. I currently sit on the Community Services and Licensing Committee, with extra responsibility concerning “Performance Monitoring”. 
Once again the issues dealt with are wide and varied. During the last Civic Year, I have sat on the Licensing Panel, deliberating on such things as the granting of a new Premises Licence and considering changes in an existing Premises Licence. I have previously been a member of the Housing Committee, but have now returned to Community Services. 
As Councillors, we cross over into all aspects, whether it be Planning, Environment or Housing. Queries from the members of our Wards can be about a whole range of concerns or complaints. As Councillors, elected by you, we all strive to serve our Communities, to the best of our abilities.
 Julie Job
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Village Hall Report for Annual Parish Assembly 3.5.22

The use of the Hall has been getting back to some sort of normality over the
past year, in the recovery from the Covid crisis

Many o the regular weekly bookings are back in place, including Orchestra and
Choir, Table Tennis, Hand Bells and the Post Office. Rachel's Pop-Up Cafes
during the day on Tuesdays and Fridays are proving very popular and have
become a valuable village asset

Village Hall events over the past year have included a Wine Tasting in
November, the return of the Craft Fayre before Christmas, and a music and
comedy evening - Roll Over Beethoven - in February, all raising valuable funds
for the Vilage Hall

The Christmas Tree and outside lights proved very popular, but no other
decorations were put in the Hal, as there were few Christmas events planned.

Ourinclusion in the SDC Lucky Severn Lottery has so far raised us over £700.

Plans are in hand to have a Hearing Loop fitted in the Hall, the cost of which is
to be divided between the Hall and the Cranham Players

Plans are in hand for new equipment in the kitchen, a new central heating
boiler, and on-going repairs to the plasterwork in the ladies’ cloakroom,

We are now looking forward to another successful and fruitful year.

Jane Shepherd

Chairman, Cranham Village Hall
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CCMC report to Annual Parish Meeting April 2028

The last year has seen a change of grazing managemen on the common. The new pian i that
the common will e grazed during late summer and autumn, with the cows taken offduring the
winter months to avoid overgrazing and poaching of the common when the ground s wet
Winter. 1 wil s allow all flora and fauna fo go through their reproduction cycles undisturbed by
grazing

Last winter the cows were taken offthe common for the st tme in many years, and their retumn
i September concided with the implementation of the Nofence open grazing system. This GPS
based system proved a great success with minima teething problems. It allowed the cows to
raze the whole common wih the exception of Knowle Bank, which was grazed separately
Because the speed of the rafic makes it unsae for cows 1o coss the road. The cows were taken
offin February.

The common s looking in really good condition atthe moment, with a good balance of short and
longer grase areas which provide a varity of habila for different species. There has been a lot of
management of bramble and scrub ares n the ast few years and the areas that remain provide
ssential habitat and food sources for many different species.

CCMC now have a well estabiished system for unning workparties during the winter monihs
cloaring areas agreed with Natural England, and ran four well atiended workoarties over the
winter

Addors

Nigel Hand gave a presentation atthe CCT AGM in February updating us on the resuls of his
‘adder surveying last year. There were some promising changes with adders being found over a
Wider area of the common compared to the previous year. but there was concer that nubers
are st dwinding, It s hoped that the change in grazing sirategy wil support numbers and
diversiy of al flora and fauna from nsects up to adders, and build a healthier food chain to
Support the adders.

Undergrounding of Powe lines Apil 2
In 2018 Cranham was successful in securing funding from Wester Power to bury the high

Voltage cables, which wil benef the common by removing the nsightly poles and overhead

cables in such a beautful natural environment, as well s giving increased capacity n out
Slectricity supply. We undertook a vilage consutation about hi in 2019, and since then the
project has progressed ata very slow pace. Works are scheduled {0 begin in autumn 2022, we.
Wil be notfying the vilage when we have more detais.

Liz Hayden
Chair CCMC
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